Graduate School of International Development, Nagoya University, Master's Program
Academic Year 2021 (April Enroliment), Second Round Examination
Essay Writing

1. Submission of an Essay
Please select one of the three themes for a short essay below, use the template MS Word file

attached to this mail, write an essay based on the guidelines below, and submit it by the deadline.

2. Submission Deadline
8:00 am on December 28, 2020, Japan Standard Time (JST)

If submitted after the deadline, it will not be scored.

3. How to Submit

Send it as an attachment to the following email address. Please include your examinee number
and name in the subject line of the email and name of file. (Note that your family name should be
written in all caps). See the example below.

Email for submission: gsidexam@adm.nagoya-u.ac.jp
Subject line of email (example) : 1300_MEIDAI Taro
Name of MS Word file (example) : 1300_MEIDAI Taro

4. Essay Themes
Please select ONE of the three themes below.
(1) Write your opinion about the effects of COVID-19 on developing countries, using concrete
examples.
(2) Choose the most important yet unresolved global issue that arose in the twentieth century, and
discuss why it is the most important and why it is unresolved.
(3) “Development is a way for developing countries to gain self-reliance.” Argue for or against this

statement.

5. Guidelines for Essay Writing

(1) The essay may be written in either Japanese or English.

(2) Use the template MS Word file, attached to this mail. Make sure to write your name and
application number in the file.

(3) Your essay, including tables, equations, figures, and notes but excluding references, should not
exceed 2,000 characters in Japanese or 800 words in English. References are not included in
the word count.

(4) Figures and tables must have a number, title, note, and source.

(5) The font size is 12. A specific font such as Times New Roman or Arial is not required. Any font



can be used.
(6) The text should be organized in a single-column format. The first line of each paragraph must
be indented 3 spaces, and the space between paragraphs should be the same as the space

between lines within paragraphs (i.e., 1.5 line spacing).

(7) Follow the rules below to convert the size of tables, figures, and equations into the number of
English words for use in your word count.
« If atable or a figure occupies 1/3 of a page (approximately 12 lines), it should be counted
as 450 characters in Japanese or 180 words in English;
« 1/2 of a page (approximately 18 lines) should be counted as 650 characters in Japanese or
270 words in English.

« 1 page should be counted as 1,300 characters in Japanese or 540 words in English

(8) Citations in text or notes should include page number information in the following style. In
case of a citation with quotes, the referred page number(s) must be indicated.
Example: In a sentence
Kuznets (1953a: 18) asserts that “...”
According to Krueger and Bhagwati (1973: 23) “...”
Example: At the end of a sentence

It is considered that “...” (Taylor and Wilson 1989: 145-150).

(9) The source of a citation, as outlined above, must be listed in the references.

6. Notes

(1) The essay will be used as part of the enrollment examination. For this reason, the essay has to
be written by the applicant. The applicant will be disqualified if the school finds out that the
whole essay or part of the essay is written by someone else.

(2) The objective for this assignment lies in assessing whether the argument is developed in a
logical manner, which is crucial for writing a master thesis, rather than whether the essay shows
adequate expertise on the subject.

(3) Moreover, the essay will be subject to a question and answer period in the oral examination
and will be evaluated as part of the entrance examination.

(4) Please note that a plagiarism assessment will be conducted on the submitted essay in order to
check the similarity of the essay with other published works. The outcome of the plagiarism
assessment will be reflected in the enrollment examination. Therefore, please carefully follow

the guidelines above for using quotations when presenting someone else’s ideas and sentences.
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