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(1% (> T] Q13: What could the instructor do to improve the course? Please feel

free to make your suggestions.

Increase participants.

It might be helpful to have criteria for screening applicants or participants for the course (to see
level of responsibility, work ethics, etc.).

Choose new area (if possible).

A debate between students who are from different countries would make the class more
engaged since they have experience from different development context.

A simulation of how difficult it is to conduct a peace negotiation would be very interesting for
understanding the course better.

All of the course materials are good and relevant to the real world. But, | feel like the instructor
is a little bit fast in teaching.

Deadlines nearing the end were a little too compact, especially with presentations & proposals.
Given that it's entirely a group effort, it is even harder to coordinate time to work on assignments
together.

Encourage more discourse from the class.

Encourage more interactive discussion from student perspective when discussing about
empirical paper. this way, we can learn economics not just from number but from reality in
place.

Even though | am a bit overwhelmed by the quantity of readings that | need to catch every
week, they were really good readings, and Sensei guided us (especially me) very well.

And sensei, please make the slide nicer. If | could make a suggestion, use higher-quality
images, please.

Even though many students think that playing the game is too much effort, | personally agree
that the statecraft helped us to get through the theory we received from the materials and from
Sensei's explanation. It was a great course!

For now, I think it's quite good. However, the contents are difficult and very new to me, so |
need sometime to process.

Give more example or exercise so the student can understand properly. But so far so good,
thank you for providing us the good material

Give more practice time during the class time, like during the first several classes.

Give more time to finish the weekly quizzes, and share some texts that could help us learn R
more deeply.

Giving more assignments and exercises.

| am satisfied with the course.

| found the six comment papers at the 600 word count a little demanding at times, especially
when taking other assignment heavy courses.

| genuinely think everything went well. Statecraft was demanding (the most demanding aspect
of this term), especially if there isn't an equal partnership. | think a group project should have
a stricter mandate of division of tasks, in case some students feel comfortable just free riding.
I hope in the course the instructor could make more specific explanation for the material instead
of lots of big picture.

| like the way the course was organized.

| needed clearer instructions about the assignment.

He always mentioned “run the code" or "play with the code" all the time, but he did not
specifically explain HOW TO do it.



There was a TA session, but it was not available for me due to the time conflict.

In addition to that, this course is not for very beginners like those who have never used Stata,
R, or Python. He can mention it in the first guidance.

| personally really appreciate how you organized and managed the whole course into
interactive section. Most of your explanation made very easy for students that are new to
statistics. Giving a 'day-to-day' practical example in explaining the issue.

| think all the professors could recommend reading materials in advance of class, or have them
scheduled in advance, so that professors know what previous readings are required.

| think facilitating pair/group discussions can encourage more dialogue in the class.

| think | had no trouble because of my background in law and economics, but | felt maybe the
other students felt a little confused with the content because they didn't have the same
experience. The readings did bring the explanations in an easy way to understand, | believe,
but maybe the introduction could also focus a little more, considering 0 Law knowledge level,
which is the reality of most of the students. | also felt that for me the economics explanations
were not hard to understand, but it is because | studied a lot of economics in international
relations, but some other students didn't have any previous basis and got confused.

| think in the beginning | got a bit confused with the specific terminology used, but afterwards
it was easy to understand.

| think the amount of time given to share all the questions for each week’s discussion point was
not enough. Therefore, it might be better to reconsider the number of topics we cover, or share
our answers in the classroom via TACT or something, so that, even if we don’t have time to go
through everyone’s responses, we can still review them after class.

| think the instructor worked very hard on this course and the course has helped me to find
clarity concerning my research direction. | joined the class with confusion on how to arrange
my thoughts and be clear on my research interest. Through learning thinking skills and
especially the approach of Subject, Object, Relationship, and Boundary (SORZ), | am
developing clarity on my research and building my own authenticity. Wherever | feel confused,
I go back to this approach to rearrange my thoughts and build on my research.

| think the online classes were a bit confusing. Also, | missed a little not having a woman or a
gender specialist for the gender group.

| thought it would be great if we could have more time to discuss with students.

| wish there were more TA session schedules for more flexibility especially since the TA session
as voted and scheduled conflicts with a credit course | am taking.

Also, would appreciate if there is any written instruction as to the assignments so we can keep
track which assignments we have not done yet.

Can you do a list of all course requirements for this semester, sensei?

| wish we can spend time also gathering inputs from the other students of the class.

If there is more visual representation on the whiteboard side-by-side with the lecture, it will be
easy to grasp the mathematical/statistical parts which is major part of this course.

In the ppt, it would be good to include all of the process of solving equation. So, it would be
convenient for students to review the lecture later.

Instructions using R Studio were a little bit too fast sometimes.

It was difficult to read the handwriting on the white board.

It will be better to mention what kind of analysis each model is useful for.

It would be good if we could know how our grade will be calculated, like ...% for the class
attendance, ...% for class assignments.

| heard that we got more assignments than last year.....



It would be good if we could know more about the process after the interview, like analyzing
qualitative data and the coding process. Even if it's not straightforward, but if we can know
more examples about these, it would be useful too.

Limit participation of students not from GSID - especially if there are pairwork activities.
Maybe because there's lot of math, the teacher can give us more excercise becsuse manyof
the student not really good at math and it's been so long after we doing a math

Maybe having more discussion and interaction with students will help a lot for students to
understand more. And if the material was given first before the class, the student can revise it
first before the class

Maybe upload the reading materials through TACT with PDF, not only the names.

Metion many scholars to introduce fundamental knowledge to each new concept. Always
accept questions and opinions from students.

More real life cases to illustrate the application of research methods.

Perhaps due to the scheduling, some of the themes for each week have been merged together.
If each lecture has a clearer theme, | think it will help the students organize and digest their
learning results better. Personally, | really liked the discussion of specific cases, which helps
ground the legal concepts. As someone from a non-law background, the cases really helped.
Please explain code more clearly, especially for beginners.

Please make the slides more interesting to follow. Sometimes it is hard to follow if we only see
text for the whole course time.

Please upload the course materials as well, not only the formatting slides.

Practicing R more would be nice.

Probably to manage the timetable better. As several things on the syllabus were not covered.
Provide more time to explain research proposals through presentations. 10 minutes to share
the whole idea of the presentation, especially when it is group work, is insufficient.

providing materials of class in advance.

Questionnaire lecture need to be added more

Mirror activity is more interesting and more practical.

Some of the lectures is a little bit difficult to follow and | would like to suggest the instructors to
use the appropriate maker pen when explaining in the whiteboard.

Sometimes, the contexts in the class were too easy.

Specifically for this DFW batch, most of the students don't have much knowledge about Japan
or Seki City in general. In the preliminary research stage, we had to spend extra time
contextualizing the details about Seki-City. For future batches of DFW students, if there is a
large number of students unfamiliar with Japan, more courses on learning the basics of Japan
or the field will be better.

The class is very informative, and | really liked the course. For the simulation, though | was
one of the lucky ones with a good partner, | saw a lot of classmates suffering from free riding
in the group work. Especially when the pair is between GSID students with NUPACE students.
The course and topics were kind of hard to follow. Since the course focused a lot on explaining
theories and their applicability to real-life situations, every discussion was kind of abstract and
hard to grasp. Maybe there is a better way to teach about it - perhaps a more interactive way.
Some of the readings were also kind of old and hard to understand.

The course required development of proposal to which students have no to little background.
But the expectation is the same level as what is expected from student's thesis. Hope this
expectation could be lowered especially the issues on the topics chosen were unfamiliar with
the students. Or maybe have more sessions in the development of proposal draft before the
first presentation. More sessions on problem tree building with professor and students.



The current course content is fine. But it would be better if there was more ideas which can
directly help us to write a research paper.

The instructor may include more debate discussion between the students.

The instructor should use more materials that is not boring and attract the students' attention.
The material was super good, thank you for providing us with many content. But sometimes,
because the material is in video form, | feel less interested in watching it, maybe because |
also prefer to have it explained rather than having to watch or read the material.

The TA session is really help.

The professors have an abundance of knowledge, and | understand that fieldwork itself is a
difficult topic to teach. If the contents of the class are reviewed and restructured, it can help
the students better. Also, | believe it will be best if the students can choose their own groups
for the presentation.

The way of using (handling) the microphone. It's really hard to hear if students sit at the back,
and many professors actually do not use the microphone appropriately.

There were a lot of holidays which is why we were not able to do some activities. This is not
the instructor’s fault. Moreover, | was hoping to see the actual implementation of the plan if
possible. Like maybe one session to see a case of a country and how the actual NESP is
implemented. It would be good to see the actual implementation for better appreciation of the
plan. Or instead of a term paper, maybe the groupworks could be developed as the main class
output. After all, we are making problem tree and indicators. A NESP development for on a
theoretical country would be a good process.

This class is taught in 3 separate modules, but the link is somehow missed. And it is like
studying 3 separate subjects in one class. | would suggest to create a link and connection
between 3 of them would make this class more valuable.

To ensure an understanding of students by taking time for questions more often, and to have
class discussion questions prior to the class every time so that students can prepare before
each class alongside reading materials.

We fly through a lot of material at a really fast pace. While we did have a review towards the
end of the semester, | think it would be better to spend some more time during the course to
explain how all the lessons tie together.

We really need more exercise for knowing the subject better because there's lot of
mathematics. Esp like rwmsey model, solow model. Because it's kinda complicated and difficult.
And maybe the speed at the lecture too fast and jump here to there, sometimes | got confused
because of that.

When the class has different degrees of understanding,the instructor could make sure that
everybody is following, or take time to catch up on coding in R studio console, understanding
the concepts of coding, asking conceptual questions about the set-up of each study etc.
While it is good to have three different instructors to teach three different type of economics,
some instructors were not explaining well enough. One instructor even just giving a non-stop
lecture without considering students understanding. | suggest to change the teaching style to
be only 2 instructors with their respective knowledge.

[Z2E (2L T] Q14: What could students, including yourself, do to improve the course?

Applying the economic model to a daily-life topic

As a student, | could have improved the course by being more proactive in sharing my ideas
and be more outspoken with my groupmates.

As a student, | need to read more material before hand.



As a student, | need to learn and develop my originality through following the instructor's
directions.

Ask a question and then revise the material first.

Ask more questions & answer more questions.

Be organized and read all the materials on time.

Before the enrollment to the class. The topics of the DFW should also be shared so students
with similar interests would be encouraged to join. Not just the administrative matters.

Being active in class.

Choose other reading materials outside the suggested readings and discuss them in class
sessions.

Do more research before the class to get to know the course.

Do our best in class.

For a student who don't have any background in this subject, it would be good to study even
hard.

For me, | should spend more time on reviewing the lectures and also read additional content
to be more improved.

For me, in addition to the lecture, | joined the TA sessions in order to learn more what the
instructor had delivered last week lecture.

For the simulation, | should have read the manual for the simulation in more detail. As a
student, | think | could have done better if | had summarized the readings each week to have
a deeper understanding.

Have a good breakfast to be energetic and ask more questions in class.

| could've read more of the assigned readings if | had more time.

| found the course materials to be extremely helpful, even though | was unable to keep up.
Due to other obligations, | ended up falling behind (and giving up submitting assignments)
halfway into the semester (Q1-3 were answered with this point in mind). This isn't really a
comment on the course itself, which—while dense—was appropriately paced. | hope to go
through the course on my own in the coming months once | have a bit of breathing space.

I may include preparing the course material in advance so the discussion in the class would
be richer and dynamic.

| need to learn and understand the reading more. It is really a nice course, | wish | could take
the course later while | have more freedom from basic compulsory courses (I took 8 courses
this semester, and it's killing me). | wish that | could have more time to focus on the course. |
was always nervous when Sensei asked me a question, as | think my English is not as
advanced as the others, | was just afraid that | couldn't express my opinion well. | need to
learn more.

| should have followed up with other professors' feedback.

| should have tried more to apply what | learned from this class outside of it to help me
understand it better.

| should have tried to answer more questions in class, even when | had little confidence in my
understanding.

| should've read more specific books on the topic on my own

| think | did my best in the course! Maybe if students participate more the class would be
even more entertaining

| think if the students actively read the readings, they would have had less trouble
understanding the concepts presented in class.

| think preparing the materials for the class in advance would be better for engagement.

| think students could share their ideas of their case study in the classroom and talk with the
instructor to better understand how their ideas work and can get a feedback.



I wish | had spread out working on the assignments before it becomes crowded at or near
end of semester.

| wish that | had taken the course later, when | had no other courses, so that | could focus
more on the course and the game. The readings are great, most of them supported by
photos and pictures, so that the contents are manageable to follow, despite the complex
explanations.

If | were to attend this class again, | would spend the first few weeks consuming more basic
information regarding the law aspect of international trade. In this case, | will be more familiar
with the terminology and digest the contents with more ease.

For the course, it will be better if some terminology regarding law can be covered in the first
few weeks. As there are many students that come from non-law background in the faculty."
If students do not have a strong basis in mathematics, it might be time-consuming to
understand the lesson. But using lecture slides along with textbook help a lot

If students want to take this course, it would be better if they do not take many classes at the
same time.

It is sad that with over 50 students in class, few participate, talk more, and interact. | also
notice that most students don't do the readings, making the discussion times superficial or Al-
dependent. | want to improve my ability to follow the deadline and submit the assignments
earlier.

It would be nice if students prepare some articles for discussion in advance.

It's best to attend class always prepared. It's not only important to read through assigned
readings but it would also be great if students do additional research that could add to class
discussions.

Maybe ask more and try to get more exercise.

Maybe more feedback.

Maybe research more on the topic.

Maybe we should learn how to structure the formulas by various tools.

More critical thinking.

More interaction in learning and revising the material well.

More participation in the class.

Need to catch up with all the quantitative terms and approaches, they are my weaknesses.
Prepare a presentation on a topic related to the class

Prepare for group work!

Reading materials more.

Research more about the concepts. Be open to using non-class materials.

Review the notes.

Searching other exercise or problems and doing it on my own.

Should have watched some strategy videos for statecraft to have a good head start. A couple
of mistakes in the very beginning really set us back for the whole game.

Students can attempt to relate to their own research and refer to external sources for a more
complicated concepts. Students could have active participation in the class and reading
preparation for class presentations to improve the course.

Students have to provide constructive feedback, participate actively, and support peer
learning.

Students should be encouraged to ask more questions on a matter they do not understand,

The feedback given for the weekly short quizzes is very helpful in comprehending where | am
understanding well and where I'm not, or where | can confidently explain some concepts or
methodology, and where | am not suited.



We could read individual feedback for all the peers in the class via text every week, so
reading students' responses and the lecturer's feedback carefully helps me understand the
contents well.

The students could actively discuss, practice self-responsibility, provide constructive
feedback, and share resources to improve the course.

The students could be more participative and prepare for the class well.

The students could participate and discuss actively in the class, support peer learning, share
experiences, and provide feedback to improve the course.

This course is very interesting to gain new knowledge. If you are eager to take advantage of
this course, you should attend the TA session and work hard with the course materials before
and after the class.

To better understand your own country’s situation, try to explain the topic clearly, and actively
ask questions or respond to others’ comments during the discussion.

To do more research before class to understand the content of the course.

To familiarise themselves with the textbook in advance to know well about the model studies
that are addressed in-class, to build a better understanding of which methods are applied to
which, and prepare for questions in class.

To practice the statistical parts and understand them using different examples.

To read materials more thoroughly, including required reading list and recommended reading
list to deepen knowledges. Also, thinking about related experiences (such as role of police,
courts in countries we come from, or how transactions of goods or housing, employment
contracts are made in our country) beforehand each classes helps.

To understand something before attending the course.

Try to read the reading assignments before classes, as it might help students understand the
topics even if they do not have a background in it before.

Try to study from other sources, if you still have time. Because it is very difficult to understand
and need more time and explanation to figure it out.

While it is good to have math equation for basic economic intuition, it is best to give students
more practice so they become more opt to the economic function and such.

Wish | had more background in planning so | can contribute better.
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